Term 1 Week 6

Principal’s Message
Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,

I truly believe that all schools are good schools by the very fact that they have been
entrusted with the enormous responsibility of ensuring the next generation is ready to
care for each other and the world into the future. However, a good school can become
even better with a continuous and rigorous improvement mindset. In other words, to be
a “great school” there needs to be a School Improvement Plan in action.
This year our school has set three important goals in our annual School Improvement
Plan. One of these goals is to focus on how to improve as well as increase parent
partnership. Past surveys and resulting data sets have shown two clear findings these
are:
1.
There are a small number of parents who want to assist in some way with
their children’s education here at St Mary’s. However, they feel that there are
no clear pathways or options available to them; and
2.

There is a larger number of parents who for a variety of reasons find it difficult
to engage with the school.

The first step in terms of parent partnership is to actually meet for a “yarn” and to form
a working relationship. Now that COVID-19 restrictions are easing a get together is
possible. Therefore, the School Leadership Team ( Miss Nadine, Miss Maria and myself)
are hosting a cuppa in the school Staff Room for all parents on Monday the 15/3/21 at
5.00 pm. If you are a parent who is confident about coming into the school for a chat
could please bring along another parent who may need that little extra encouragement
and support.

Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

School Bus Expectations
Please contact the Office before 2.00 pm if there is a change to your child’s afternoon
travel arrangements. In an event of emergency or a sudden change in travel
arrangements please contact Uncle Dean on his mobile - 0484 870 574 (this is a new
number). Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
To ensure maximum safety on the School Bus there are four simple rules that must be
adhered to at all times. These are:
 No eating or drinking
 Stay in your seat & wear a seatbelt
 Quiet voices
 Follow instructions from an adult
Please note, if a student is unsafe on the School Bus they will not be allowed to make
use of this service for an extended period of time. Safety is paramount at all times!

Easter Egg
Donations Please!!!!
We are hoping that families might be able to bring in some Easter eggs over the next 3 weeks, so that
we can put together some amazing Easter baskets that can be raffled to raise money for the school.
Big eggs, small eggs, bunnies, any donation would be greatly
appreciated.
Thanks!

Upcoming Events
List below are upcoming events for Term 4. Even though families are unable to attend these events due to the COVID-19
safety guidelines, it is still important families are kept informed of the wonderful learning activities as well as the extracurricular activities that are taking place. Also, photographs of some of these events will be posted on the St Mary’s FaceBook
page. Please, take the time to talk with your children about what is happening at school.

Date

Day

Event

08/03/21

Monday

Deadly Cultural Learn Plan (DCLP) gatherings with invited families.
Please feel free to contact Miss Nadine for more information.

08/03/21

Monday

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

08/03/21

Tuesday

INCITARE Faith Retreat - Uncle Mark & 2 Year 6 Students attending.
PERMISSION NOTE NEEDED

09/03/21

Tuesday

Hearing Screening Test for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Students. Please feel free to
contact Miss Nadine for more information. PERMISSION NOTE NEEDED

09/03/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.

10/03/21

Thursday

Years 3 to 6 participating in the NETBALL NSW SCHOOLS CUP - Macksville.
PERMISSION NOTE NEEDED

11/03/21

Friday

School Evacuation Drill

12/03/21

Friday

9.30 - 11.15 School Cross Country - Hennessy Tape Oval. Spectators are most welcome at the
oval. Please feel free to contact Mrs Jennings for more information.

12/03/21

Monday

5.00 - 6.00 School Leadership Team yarning with interested parents and community
members. This is an opportunity to come together over a cuppa in the Staff Room.

15/03/21

Monday

Deadly Cultural Learn Plan (DCLP) gatherings with invited families.
Please feel free to contact Miss Nadine for more information.

17/03/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.

17/03/21

Wednesday

6.00 - 7.00 Parish St Patrick’s Day Mass - outdoors at St Patrick’s School Macksville

19/03/21

Friday

Harmony Day

22/03/21

Monday

Deadly Cultural Learn Plan (DCLP) gatherings with invited families.
Please feel free to contact Miss Nadine for more information.

22/03/21

Monday

NAPLAN Practice Test Week - Years 3 & 5 Students.
Please feel free to contact Mrs Smith for more information.

24/03/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.

28/03/21

Sunday

PALM SUNDAY

31/03/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Whole School attending.

31/03/21

Wednesday

9.00 - 10.00 Easter Hat Parade.
2.30 - 2.50 Mega Easter Raffle Draw

31/03/21

Wednesday

LAST DAY TERM 1 - STUDENTS

01/04/21

Thursday

HOLY THURSDAY - Staff Development Day

01/04/21

Thursday

LAST DAY TERM 1 - STAFF

19/04/21

Monday

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - STAFF

20/04/21

Tuesday

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - STUDENTS

MASS TIMES
Saturdays:

Best Wishes

6pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)

For Students and Staff Celebrating

6pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)
(5pm during winter)

Birthdays in March

Sundays:

11th Djharna Brown

8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)

13th Troy Edwards

8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)
9.30am - Bowraville (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of

17th Reyon Duckett-Jarrett

month)

22nd Edward Weldon

10.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of

26th Cory Ryan-Jarrett

month)
Wednesday:
9.30am - Bowraville

15th Mr Troy Pascoe

28th Mrs Kathryn Sheridan

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Our 2021 Art Project has commenced!
This exciting project will see our students working with a number of Local
Artists, facilitated by the wonderful Nelli Gallop!
Keep your eyes on our blue wall as this wonderful mural takes shape.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

COVID-19 School Safety Rules


Families are to drop off and pick up their children from the COLA.



Thorough hand washing 20 seconds with soap as well as using hand sanitiser.



Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.



Using and correctly disposing of tissues.



Adults Social distancing at all times - in staffroom, classrooms, COLA, playground, etc



If you are unwell do not attend school and seek medical advice.



Students are to use drink bottles.
Warning - All Adults Entering The School !

All adults entering the school apart from staff and parents dropping off and picking up must
immediately report to the Office. Adults will have their temperature taken by George, asked to sign a
COVID-19 declaration as well as sanitising their hands. Permission from the Principal must be given
before leaving the Office. Thank you for your cooperation to ensure these procedures are strictly
adhered to.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be
examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding

Signs and symptoms of
Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may include an
itchy bottom, irritability and behavioural changes, but
most people have no symptoms.

Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is given
to the infected person and each family member at the
same time. You can buy worm treatment from
pharmacies, without a prescription. It is not necessary
to treat children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.

Prevention

should be washed in hot water.



Exclusion of people with worms from childcare,
preschool, school and work is usually not
necessary. If there are loose bowel motions,
exclusion should be for 24 hours after the
diarrhoea has ceased.



Make sure children wash their hands after
using the toilet and before eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment for
infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily for
several days after treatment. Normal hot water
washing of clothes and bed linen will kill
threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.
How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus
and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be
covered with watertight dressings.
How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

