Term 4 Week 3

Principal’s Message

Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the staff and community
members who completed surveys last term as a part of my fourth year appraisal as
Principal. This week Paul Wislon, School Service Consultant with the Diocese of Lismore
Catholic Schools Limited presented me with a final report. Everyone’s feedback was
invaluable and will greatly assist in my professional growth as a school leader. There
were many affirming commendations as well as some important recommendations to
ensure I work towards serving our school community at a high standard.
Towards the end of the Term 3 a full-time Assistant Principal position was advertised. I
am very excited to announce that Nadine Slingsby was the successful candidate.
Commencing next year our school community, especially the students will greatly
benefit from having such an amazing and high quality teacher leading learning and
teaching throughout the school. On behalf of the entire school community I would like
to extend a huge congratulations to Nadine.

Finally, there are those days when you just know teaching is the most blessed vocation
ever. School Photos yesterday was one of those days, the children’s smiles were
absolutely priceless!

Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

Upcoming Events
List below are upcoming events for Term 4. Even though families are unable to attend
these events due to the COVID-19 safety guidelines, it is still important families are
kept informed of the wonderful learning activities as well as the extracurricular
activities that are taking place. Also, photographs of some of these events will be
posted on the St Mary’s FaceBook page. Please, take the time to talk with your children
about what is happening at school.

Date

Day

Event

04/11/20

Wednesday Walk to school Wednesday

04/11/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

09/11/20

Monday

11/11/20

Wednesday Remembrance Day

11/11/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

11/11/20

Wednesday Jump Rope for Heart

11/11/20

Wednesday 8.45 - 11.15 2021 Kindergarten Transition

12/11/20

Thursday

18/11/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

25/11/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

25/11/20

Wednesday 8.45 - 11.15 2021 Kindergarten Transition

02/12/20

Wednesday Walk to school Wednesday

02/12/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

03/11/20

Thursday

Whole School Excursion - Bellingen Pool

04/12/20

Friday

Whole transition session - meeting your 2021 class mates & teacher

08/12/20

Tuesday

10.00 am End of Year & Year 6 Graduation Mass

09/12/20

Wednesday SEMESTER 2 REPORTS sent to families

11/12/20

Friday

16/12/20

Wednesday LAST DAY TERM 4 - STUDENTS

17/12/20

Thursday

Jump Rope for Heart

BOOK WEEK PARADE

Awards Ceremony, Year 6 Farewell & Christmas Concert

LAST DAY TERM 4 - STAFF

COVID-19 School Safety Rules


Families are to drop off and pick up their children from the COLA. Please note this change!



Thorough hand washing 20 seconds with soap as well as using hand sanitiser.



Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.



Using and correctly disposing of tissues.



Adults Social distancing at all times - in staffroom, classrooms, COLA, playground, etc



If you are unwell do not attend school and seek medical advice.



Students are to use drink bottles.
Warning - All Adults Entering The School !

All adults entering the school apart from staff and parents dropping off and picking up must
immediately report to the Office. Adults will have their temperature taken by George, asked to sign a
COVID-19 declaration as well as sanitising their hands. Permission from the Principal must be given
before leaving the Office. Thank you for your cooperation to ensure these procedures are strictly
adhered to.

Today started our transition program as we welcomed our new friends to St Mary’s Primary. It was a
huge success and there were lots of big smiles. We were so proud of our future Kindergarten students
and their beautiful manners.
Thank you to the Bowraville Community Preschool and the families for their support.
Our next transition session is Wednesday the 11th of November and then Wednesday the 25th of
November.

MASS TIMES
MASS IS BACK ON WITH LIMITED
NUMBERS ABLE TO ATTEND.
PLEASE TELEPHONE THE PARISH
OFFICE TO BOOK A SPACE FOR
ATTENDANCE.
02 65 681 107

Best Wishes
For Students and Staff
Celebrating
Birthdays in November
6th Lleyton Jarrett-Biles
11th Isaac Leece
29th Rowan Hall

BOOK WEEK CELEBRATION AT
ST MARY’S, BOWRAVILLE
When: Thursday, 12th November
Time: 9.30 start parade
Students to parade into town and return for special games and an early lunch!

Wear your wildest, most curious, creature costume!
CURIOUS CREATURES,
WILD MINDS!!

St Mary’s and the lightning thief
This term Mr Pascoe’s class are looking at Greek Gods and also reading Percy Jackson and the
lightning thief. The book follows a young boy who discovers he is a demigod and is being accused of a
crime he did not commit. The students are enthralled in this story and really enjoy learning about
ancient Greek mythology. Below are some of the gods with a blurb written by our students, each
student name is also written in Greek.

Zeus was the most powerful of the Greek Gods. He could control the weather causing rain and huge
storms.
Zeus - Written by Stanley (Στανλι)

Poseidon was the god of the sea, earthquakes and horses. He is considered one of the most bad
tempered gods.
Poseidon - Written by Taj(Τατζ)

Ares is the god of war and the son of Zeus and Hera. Ares is considered very violent and physical.
Ares - Written by Charlotte (Τσαρλοτ)

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

This term Stage 1 has been learning about living things and the environments they need to survive.
We have been researching a range of vegetables and how they are harvested from farms to food
shops. We are hoping to be able to replant in our school garden and successfully grow some
vegetables in time for the Christmas Holidays.
We have also been very lucky to have 4 new residents at our school. Miss Maria has been bringing
in her chickens from home. They are called Saydie, Ruby, Garnet and Amethyst. Saydie is a very
special chicken as she is blind. Each day Saydie and one of her friends comes with her to school.
Stage 1 students have been investigating how to care for Saydie and her friends. This week, Saydie
had a giant achievement in being able to balance on a perch that has been placed in their pen by
students.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be
examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding

Signs and symptoms of
Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may include an
itchy bottom, irritability and behavioural changes, but
most people have no symptoms.

Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is given
to the infected person and each family member at the
same time. You can buy worm treatment from
pharmacies, without a prescription. It is not necessary
to treat children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.

Prevention

should be washed in hot water.



Exclusion of people with worms from childcare,
preschool, school and work is usually not
necessary. If there are loose bowel motions,
exclusion should be for 24 hours after the
diarrhoea has ceased.



Make sure children wash their hands after
using the toilet and before eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment for
infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily for
several days after treatment. Normal hot water
washing of clothes and bed linen will kill
threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.
How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus
and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be
covered with watertight dressings.
How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

