Term 3 Week 3

Principal’s Message
Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
Principal

Assistant Principal

I would like to reassure families that our students continue to make significant learning progress
and are fully engaged in their learning tasks despite the current COVID situation. Our staff and
students are demonstrating amazing resilience on a daily basis in the face of ever evolving
restrictions . However, there is a critical factor that is being sorely missed and that is our parent
partnership. In an effort to ensure our families still feel connected to the school and their children’s
learning journeys the following strategies will be implemented moving forward:


Over the next 2 weeks teachers will be making contact with each family by either a phone
call, a zoom meeting or via the online platform See Saw. Teachers will be highlighting
student progress during the conversation and how families can best support their children’s
learning.



Each class will prepare a special feature article for the School Newsletters this term.



Miss Nadine will be ramping up our school FaceBook presence so that a better sense of what
is happening in the school can be shared with as many families as possible.

Finally, I would like to thank the entire school community for their patience, support and
understanding as we try to navigate the COVID landscape. Ultimately, keeping everyone safe is
paramount.
Warren Niethe
Principal
2022 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN
In our community word of mouth is one of the most effective forms of advertising. With this in
mind, it would be greatly appreciated if everyone could spread the word that St Mary’s is now
taking enrolments for next year. If someone is wanting their child to attend our school please ask
them to contact the Office for an enrolment package.

Date Claimers
I think it would be fair to say that schools are incredibly busy places. Keeping up with everything is
nearly a full time job in itself. Luckily, the Date Claimers do make life a little easier.

Date

Day

Event

02/08/21

Monday

CANCELLED
Parent Team Meeting

04/08/21

Wednesday

National Aboriginal Children’s Day

09/08/21

Monday

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples

14/08/21

Saturday

Staff First Aid Training Day

19/08/21

Thursday

Evacuation Drill

26/08/21

Thursday

SCHOOL PHOTOS

17/9/21

Friday

LAST DAY TERM 3 - STUDENTS & STAFF

05/10/21

Tuesday

FIRST DAY TERM 4 - STAFF

06/10/21

Wednesday

FIRST DAY TERM 4 - STUDENTS

Over the past 18 months the students of St Mary's have been chipping away with local artist, Nelli
Gallop. The mural, inspired by Gumbaynggirr country, animals and native plants, has been brought to
life with some dedicated painting skills and perseverance by our students and Nelli.
We would also like to thank local artist Aunty Denise Buchanan for the time and effort she put into the
painting that features in our front garden.
A big thank you to the Catholic Schools Office for this opportunity through the Arts grant received in
2020.
We look forward to having an official opening evening, pending Covid restrictions.

MASS TIMES
Saturdays:
6pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)
6pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)
(5pm during winter)

Best Wishes

Sundays:

For Students and Staff Celebrating

8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)
8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)

Birthdays in August

9.30am - Bowraville (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of month)
10.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of month)

8th Jacob Leece

Wednesday:
9.30am - Bowraville

Wednesday Parish Mass Attendance
Classes will not be attending the Wednesday Parish
Mass until further notice due to current COVID
restrictions that are currently in place.

This term eligible students will be preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. If your child is baptised and is in Year 3 or higher, and
you would like them to receive the Holy Spirit please contact Mrs
Smith by Tuesday the 3rd of August. We will begin preparations
shortly and I will be sharing information with the families of these
candidates. I can be contacted via the School Office 65647369 or
email Kelly.smith@lism.catholic.edu.au

If there are any families interested in receiving
information about having their child baptised or
even being baptised themselves, please contact
Mrs Kelly Smith as we are looking to undertake
preparations for this sacrament through the
school with the support of Father Shelwin. I can
be contacted via the school Office 65647369 or
email Kelly.smith@lism.catholic.edu.au

Heal Country
In Jaraan-biin we have been exploring the ways that we can Heal Country as a part of our NAIDOC
Week celebrations. We discussed the many ways that we can look after the land and protect the animals in our valley. Students worked together to make a list of ideas before they wrote their own piece
of writing. Our students had many wonderful ways to care for our area and they were able to make a
plan about what they can do in the future. We then created some artworks that were inspired by the
theme Heal Country. If you have not seen them already, they are displayed in the window of the
Aboriginal Land Council in Bowraville.

UPDATED COVID-19 School Safety Rules
Until further notice our COVID-19 school safety
rules will remain in place.
 Families are to drop off and pick up
their children from the school gate.
 Thorough hand washing 20 seconds
with soap as well as using hand
sanitiser.
 Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.
 Using and correctly disposing of tissues.
 Adults Social distancing where possible
and wear a mask as recommended.
 If you are unwell do not attend school,
seek medical advice and a COVID test.
 Students are to use their drink bottles.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should
be examined and treated if infested. Clothing
and bedding should be washed in hot water.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a
pink ring.

Signs and symptoms of Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may
include an itchy bottom, irritability and
behavioural changes, but most people have
no symptoms.
Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is
given to the infected person and each family
member at the same time. You can buy worm
treatment from
pharmacies,
without a
prescription. It is not necessary to treat
children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.
Prevention

Exclusion of people with worms from
childcare, preschool, school and work is
usually not necessary. If there are loose
bowel motions, exclusion should be for
24 hours after the diarrhoea has ceased.


Make sure children wash their
hands after using the toilet and before
eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment
for infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily
for several days after treatment. Normal
hot water washing of clothes and bed
linen will kill threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.
Impetigo (School Sores)

Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up
with pus and become crusted; usually on the
face, hands or scalp.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has
begun.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores
should be covered with watertight dressings.

How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing

